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Chahman Whalter ' of the

House Un-American Acuvmu :

Commitiee said today he has

v ~ AR ¥ W 18861

ordered s preliminary investi- .
gation of the activities of the . I

John Birch Soclety, the eon-
troversisl anti-Communist or-

gamzatlY

nvestigation was re-
quested earlier todsy by Rep-
resentative Hicstand, Repube
lican of California. g'member
of the soclety. Mr. Hiestand
said he was sure an honest
inquiry would. dispel .charges

that the soclety is a “dlcutm'lﬂ ’

Fascist” organizatiop,.
‘Mr. Walter said the purposn
of the preliminary investiga-

- tion whs to determine .wipether

|

‘Walter said,

his commiltee has jurisdi:tion.
Noting that its legislative chpr-

ter limits its inquiries.to the_,

{diffusion of propaganda’s

ing the princifle or form thﬂ
'United States Government, Mr,
“I don't see from
the press reports anything this

‘society has done-that would
.bring it within the puxview of
‘this c,omm‘ittec A

‘crat

Reuss Backs Inquiry

Representative Reuss, Demid-
of Wisconsin, sald today.
he also has requested an in-
vestigation as s result of nu-
merous letters he sald he Ye-
ceived attackmg Chier Justice
warren.-

He reported that many ot the
letters were mimeographed and
followed the same general line:
nut usually did not identify the’
writers a3 members of the John
Birch Society.

In a letter to Chalrman Wnl-
jter, MY. Reuss sald he belieyes)
‘ihe totters he has received orlu-
inated with the society. He said;
propagandsa organiuslom have

._L_.

- thnt is gimply not

25 YEAR RE- REVIEW]

"g:r'lury nots to his colleaguen
‘yesterday because “s memherr ts%d uid

REPRESENTATIVE
HIESTANB <

+

'y ,rlght to express t.heh' opin-
fons, but that in this Mﬂ!
there should be an iny

tion to determine “who 8
hind these acy¥ities, how t
#re fingnced and how they are
carrlqd on.”’

Mr,
first member of Gongresy to-
disclose his membership in the.
semi-secret society today when,

gent a number of fellow: Cona’
,gressmen
them to makc no attick oR;
the society  "until you
the facts.”

.M. stund told an In
plewer he hid jolned the froup
th ‘Clllfogth "Qutbu 2 while
i g::," “I'm. |
F thare ave -thﬁl’ ¥
¢t Congregs who arg :13 i
3y of society. ’
hc belieted: egch ‘sho
the right to dectde {or

{

' menbarahip. :

-+ 'The Congreasman
ted to send I

i ‘hel
cau-

the other Body (the Senate) |
has been putting s ot of ‘sutt i

yesterday, « urgingg-

2

¢ whether'to mu!-hh(

Hicstand' became ' the - gy . Society are:
- ‘tongressional

he was asked about a letter he| i " birds
gty're

j‘i

.

in the Congressional Recorﬂu

e iestand declintd to-
Sdentl(y the Setrwfor of whom
-he spoke. - Benator Milton ,BL
Yoyng, Republican of Narth',

" :Pakota, early this month bq;cna

fng in the Senate -nin;t
mmn Socaety

rdte” T

o

X B
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- Mr. Hiestand ﬂ"
mn that if muﬁ of tlwr
called before,

“Ffayen't - Wuggested it and I
ithing-
iy

mumuenny

§4congreas ’
they do no undmm.w

N Take HHA -

ptbgible Anc:. mi

.doubt that I will, but it's some-
the Demcorntic leader-
ider. il view of

&on

nether

Mmbﬂcm from
u&l 1n an interview

ad
w me uid‘m organizs tion
as pomne stroug chapters in his
trics, whose -members nave
owosed ¢ommu-
Nﬂn “and whit ®hey regard as

and wasteful eco-
&m&u vrojeobg!n t-ha Btate and
Wmu s Welcb

member of the sactety and knew

wmmu‘.m
meng of them will také the, !
Fifth. Amendment, - %: m N
pretty - *
‘rugged individ L
-frtensely mtl-(:ommunut

‘intensely’ Ntﬂo;&o .hl;f thlh'

story from the p
gelyen.” : :
. Mo Hleatmd. u&d that no’ 3y
Mvidual {5 th Jmmy is
ed to caITY O a.hy wﬂd- g
“that- violste his own ocon-.
ferics. “] don’t lndq:;,u abso-

g (

big §8 per cen ¢! ' A i
is Intense pl&ridu;&nd'a
eontrrunism.”

for. the chi.rtel

Eitenhowe:

“gfome of, these were 1
Sut ot They
ads by the founder (Mr.
'Omﬂ YRaIs g0, nre
eipty was: tounded.

W n “‘becpme a 801 of
K. Bmith outfit -

@ omver. that so-1°
3 ‘cloty ‘members In hix dietrict

cept Mr. Hiestartd, Mr. Utt dis-§
closed that within the last year
vbe wrote to Mr. Welch and
other society members to cau-
“tlon them against letting the

- Jia 9dded,

pg e tonse: smwSTAT

blic imerest and) .

Declarmz that he was Dok aj
of no others In Congress ex-+

were “all yeputable. people.!
me of whom have supported|
e in the past.” Mr. Utt said!
he differed with Chief Justice|

. Warren ' and other Sup: cme;

Court members on mam is- |
tantic™ to urge lmpeachment

‘ox the Chiet ~Justice.

The John Birch Boclety was,
" fonded by Mr. Weloh in late!

; 1938 as an organization to com-’
bad Communist subversioy 1,

the United. States” It takes itsi

inhame {rom & 27-year-dld Bap-:
tist, mmlomn from Qenrgini’

who was an Army intelligence
officer in thd Far East during
Iworld . War: XX -and was kilied’
by the Chineas Communisis 10

days after-V-J Dey.

Thé" m'nnlzanon functioned

in negr spcrecy for a year but:

recently it has hedn the targe:

flef criticism from conservative
\newspapers

and magazines’
who haye charged that its tac-

d Ncl breed distrust of Ame 1can
Ainatitutions
. |consarvative cavse by brining
“iall conservatives under
picion. .

and damage i
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sues-but thought it was unot




